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A MESSAGE
FROM JUDGE
BASIL RUSSO

By: Judge Basil M Russo

President, The Conference of Presidents of
Major Italian American Organizations

National President, Italian Sons and Daughters of America

The story of why in 1892
America began to celebrate
Columbus Day, which
subsequently led to the
creation of more than

100 Columbus statues
throughout our country,

is a tragic example of the
mistreatment of immigrants
that needs to be told.

WHEN ITALIANS CAME TO
AMERICA

Between 1880 and

1920, some four million
Italian immigrants left
impoverished towns
throughout southern Italy

to seek a better life for their
families in the U.S. Upon their
arrival in America, they were
subjected to violence and
hostility unlike anything they
had experienced in Italy.

Many of these immigrants
arrived through the port

of New Orleans to provide
cheap labor needed in the
sugar cane fields. They took
the place of emancipated
slaves.

One of the worst episodes
of racial violence in our
country’s history occurred
in New Orleans in 1891, when
the city’s police chief, David
Hennessy, was shot. As he
lay dying in a dark street,
when asked who shot him,
he allegedly said, “The
Dagos.”

Some 200 Italian immigrants
were taken into custody,
and nine of them were

tried before a jury. None
were found guilty. Despite
that finding, they were all
returned to jail.

Political and business
leaders in the community
inflamed the deep-seated
anti-ltalian immigrant
sentiment that existed in
New Orleans. A mob in
excess of 5,000 people
gathered in the town square,
stormed the jail, and beat,
shot and lynched 11 Italian
immigrants.

This was the largest mob to
ever participate in a mass
lynching in American history.
Yet you will not read a single
word about it in any of our
school’s history books.

To fully understand how
despised the immigrants
were, The New York Times,
and many other newspapers
throughout the country,
actually applauded the
lynchings in their editorials.
Future president Teddy
Roosevelt stated that the
lynchings “were a rather
good thing.”

Tragically, the New Orleans
lynchings were not an
isolated incident. Over the
next 30 years, 40 more
Italian immigrants were
strung up by angry mobs.

THE BEGINNING OF
COLUMBUS DAY

In an effort to encourage
more tolerance and
acceptance of Italian
immigrants, President
Benjamin Harrison
declared a national
celebration of Columbus
Day in 1892. From that
day to this, Columbus,
who was regarded as a
national hero of Italian
heritage, was embraced
by Italian immigrants

as a symbol that they
would someday be
accepted in America.

But injustice again befell
our community in 1920,
when immigrants Nicola
Sacco and Bartolomeo
Vanzetti were arrested
and ultimately executed
for allegedly killing a
shoe factory paymaster
and guard. Their trial
was another example

of a corrupted justice
system.

The trial was conducted
by a bigoted judge who
expressed his contempt
for Italian immigrants
publicly. Protests in
support of Sacco and
Vanzetti were held
throughout the world to
no avail.

Anti-ltalian hysteria
again reached a

fever pitch in WWII

when 600,000 Italians
living in our country
were designated as
Enemy Aliens and were
subjected to curfews,
confiscation of property,
loss of jobs, relocation
from their homes, and in
some cases internment
camps. The tragic irony
of this situation is that
while they were being

treated as criminals, one
million of their sons were
fighting and dying to
keep our country free.

Many well-intentioned
but misinformed
Americans vilify
Columbus because

of allegations not
supported by primary
source material. Many
books have been
published in recent years
that debunk the lies and
misinformation.

These include
“Columbus and the
Quest for Jerusalem,”

by Carol Delaney, a
book Harvard historian
Gordon S. Wood called
“a remarkable work

of history” and which
the Times Literary
Supplement named one
of its 100 best books of
the year; “Debunking
Howard Zinn,” by Mary
Grabar; and “Christopher
Columbus the Hero,” by
Rafael (no last name).

PRIDE AND GRATITUDE

Through decade after
decade of hardship,
hostility, persecution and
prejudice, the statues,
parades and days
created in Columbus’
honor were the outlets
through which Italians in
America expressed their
pride in their heritage
and their gratitude to
their new homeland.

This unique and
inseparable bond
helped our community
overcome the bias and
violence we encountered
in our long journey

to assimilation into
America’s mainstream
culture.

NOTICE!!

THERE IS NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN AUGUST.



Enthralling Stories. Exhilarating Music. Exquisite Singing.

comes to The Italian-American Club

Membership Meeting
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

Meet the stars of Opera Las Vegas at Featuring

the_l’;allan Amerlcan Club, _hostmg_an Geclils Violatis Lopez, Soprano
exciting evening of exceptional voices OLV General Director & CEO

and unforgettable music! Enjoy a Dane Suarez, Tenor

|ive|y mix of Operatic favorites and Sponsored by Angelo Cassaro and Louis D'Amico
more, performed by some of Las Nina Mutalifu, Soprano (0LV Studio Artist)
Vegas's finest singers! Isaac Herrera, Baritone (OLV Studio Artist)

2026 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS & EVENTS

AUGUST - No Membership Meeting WED, NOV 4

Membership Meeting

. ,THUR' AUG ?0 ) Nominations for Officers and Directors
Giovani Membership Meeting
SUN, NOV 22
WED, SEPT2 Amici-giving - Giovani Event
Membership Meeting

- - WED, DEC 2

OCTOBER - No Membership Meeting Membership Meeting

SAT. OCT10 Elections of Officers and Directors

Columbus Day Gala SUN, DEC 13
FRI, OCT 30 IAC Family Christmas Luncheon

Halloween Party - Giovani Event

RSVP TO: RSVP@IACVEGAS.COM




=/  UPCOMING EVENTS

For tickets & reservations visit iacvegas.com or call 702-457-3866

DANNY SIJ{/\HH\

FRI., AUG7 | 8PM
DANNY SERAPHINE

& ; PLAYING CHICAGO'S GREATEST HITS
n’ Y 3 - % Original Drummer & Co Founder of Chicago
Nop Saturday in the Park « Hard to say I'm Sorry
¢ If you leave me now « 25 or 6 to 4 « You're the
Inspiration « Hard Habit to Break
AUG7 | 8PM - BUFFET DINNER ow A BUFFET DINNER | 6:30pm - Show | 8pm
PLAYING CH | CAGO GREATEST HITS GA $70 - Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.

* A TRIBUTE TO * F

z A Nra | WS THUR., AUG 9 | 8PM
/ W L4~ . : MARK OTOOLE
9/‘ ~__oF o N S\ NIGHT AT THE COPA
+

....................

3 STARRING A TRIBUTE TO BARRY
MARK OTOOLE A e Featuring all the hits, Mandy, Copacabana,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, \ I Write the Songs, & so many more!

RN SHOW ONLY - Doors open at 7pm

AUG 9 | 8PM

T GA $50 - Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.
SHOW ONLY COAST Il COAST ENTERTAINMENT

SUN., AUG 16 | 8PM
ZOWIE BOWIE

ZOWI E BOW' E’S TRIBUTE TO "THE KING"

Zowie Bowie brings his “Classic Vegas” 14 pc
V E G A S band show back to the IAC with special guest

Jaime Lynch & the ZB Showgirls. Plus a special

tribute the “The King” for the Anniversary of his

AUG 16 | 8PM passing on Aug 16, 49 years ago.

BUFFET DINNER & SHOW BUFFET DINNER | 6:30pm - Show | 8pm
GA $65 - Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.

WED., AUG 19 | 7PM

KELLY CLINTON LIVE!

The show features Las Vegas headliners as
special guests for an epic evening of songs,
sequins, and spontaneous fun. Each show
is a new experience with fresh guests—two
Wednesdays every month!

SHOW ONLY - VIP $39.99 + GA $29.99
Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.

SHOW o“us 19



SUN., AUG 23 | 8PM
DEANNA SINGS THE DIVAS
THE GREATEST VOICES OF THE GENERATIONS

Special Guests Bucky Heard of The Righteous
Brothers and Mark O'Toole, a Las Vegas icon

. L o U.F, pe
SHOW ONLY - Doors open at 7pm L § 8 . ) THE RIGHTEOUS BROTHERS

GA $50 - Call 702-457-3866 for reservations. 4 . AUG 23 | 8PM
d SHOW ONLY

FRI., AUG 28 | 8PM

YESTERDAY
A TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES

World Tour
Endorsed by Sir Paul McCartney YES I ERDAY AUG 28 | 8PM
BUFFET DINNER

& SHOW

BUFFET DINNER | 6:30pm - Show | 8pm

GA $75 - Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.
COAST Il COAST ENTERTAINMENT

SUN., AUG 30 | 7-10PM

TAP HOUSE ALL STAR BAND
MIKE TRAMONTANA, MARK GIOVI,
KEITH NEAL, & MIKE CLARK

Music and Dancing. Guest appearances from

many local celebrities. AUG 30 | 7-10PM

SHOW ONLY - Doors open at 6pm
SHOW ONLY

GA $15 - Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.

IAC MONTHLY
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
WED., SEPT. 2 | 5PM (RSVP REQUIRED)

Doors open at 5pm followed by a wonderful

Italian buffet dinner served at 6:15pm and our TO RSVP FOR MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
meeting starts at 7pm. & ALL OTHER MEMBERSHIP RELATED

Send your RSVP to:
RSVP@iacvegas.com EVENTS USE RSVP@IACVEGAS.COM

WED., SEPT, 9 | 7PM

KELLY CLINTON LIVE!

The show features Las Vegas headliners as
special guests for an epic evening of songs,
sequins, and spontaneous fun. Each show
is a new experience with fresh guests—two
Wednesdays every month!

SHOW ONLY - VIP $39.99  GA $29.99
Call 702-457-3866 for reservations.

SHOW ONLY « SEPT 9
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. Join fellow Giovani members for updates, upcoming events, volunteering
| opportunities, great conversation, and help shape the future of Giovani!
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THE IAC COOKBOOK PROJECT
BENEFITING THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Love authentic Italian recipes and family stories? We're
combining both to create a special cookbook that will raise
funds for our scholarship program!

Each member family can contribute a one-page family story
with photo(s), paired with a favorite family recipe on the
opposite page. Submit multiple entries for different generations
or recipes. The book will be organized by traditional Italian meal
courses and sold on Amazon and at the Club. All profits support
the scholarship fund.

Interested? Email Roger Gallizzi at roger.gallizzi@esl100.org with
your name, phone, and email. We'll help you with any tech needs
and guide you through the process.

SHARE YOUR STORY. SHARE YOUR RECIPE.
SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS.

We hope everyone is enjoying a summer

filled with sunshine, family, friends, and

Italian spirit! As summer continues, Giovani
members are invited to our Annual Giovani
Membership Meeting on Thursday, August 20.
Join us to reconnect, share updates, discuss
upcoming events, and help shape the future
of our growing Giovani community. Additional
meeting details will be coming to you soon or
follow us on social media.

Be sure to keep an eye out for more information
about our Halloween Costume Party on Friday,
October 30. Start planning your costume now,
we're looking forward to a festive evening of
music, laughter, and prizes for best costume!

The Italian American Future Leaders
Conference is also just six months away.

IAFL5 will take place January 15-18, 2027, at
Amerant Bank Stadium in Sunrise, Florida,

with applications opening soon. The three
night event celebrates our heritage, creates
networking opportunities, and provides a
space to engage with the issues facing our
community today. Whether you are passionate
about preserving traditions, eager to connect
with peers, or motivated to address challenges,
IAFL5 offers the resources, relationships, and
inspiration to make a lasting impact.

Visit iafuture.org for conference information
and application updates. We hope to see
Giovani members at these exciting upcoming
events!

Salute!
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LIVE MUSIC FOR OUR DINERS PLEASURE

SAT
26

NICHOLAS COLE

NICHOLAS COLE

NICHOLAS COLE

16

NICHOLAS COLE

23

NICHOLAS COLE

MON
27

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED
10
SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED
17

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED

24

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED

TUE
28

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED
18

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED

25

SORRY
WE ARE CLOSED
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10

ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB

MORE DETAILS TO COME

~ -

APPEARING: WED-SUN | 6-11PM

WED
29

NICHOLAS COLE

5
NICHOLAS COLE

NO
MEMBER MEETING
12

NICHOLAS COLE

19

NICHOLAS COLE

26

NICHOLAS COLE

READERS’ CHOICE WINNER:
BEST LOUNGE ACT

NICHOLAS COLE

THUR
30

NICHOLAS COLE

NICHOLAS COLE

13

NICHOLAS COLE

20

NICHOLAS COLE

27

NICHOLAS COLE

FRI
31

NICHOLAS COLE

NICHOLAS COLE
&

LANNIE COUNTS

14
NICHOLAS COLE

&
JASSEN ALLEN

2]
NICHOLAS COLE

&
EC ADAMS

28
NICHOLAS COLE

&
GENEVIEVE

SAT
1
NICHOLAS COLE
CARMENSI(?OMANO

8
NICHOLAS COLE
&
CARMEN ROMANO

15
NICHOLAS COLE

&
CARMEN ROMANO

22
NICHOLAS COLE

&
CARMEN ROMANO

29
NICHOLAS COLE

&
CARMEN ROMANO

30 31
NICHOLAS COLE NICHOLAS COLE NICHOLAS COLE
NICHOLAS COLE WE A sED WE :SERSOSED NICHOLAS COLE & &
MEMBER MEETING SPECIAL GUEST CARMEN ROMANO
- ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB

ESTABLISHED

1960

BEN'S WEDNESDAY NIGHT SPECIAL!

PORK CHOP MILANESE (BONE IN)

Topped with Arugula and served with Lyonnaise Potatoes

$30.99
For reservations visit www.iacvegas.com or call (702) 457-3866.



STABLISHED 1960

= L A S VEGAS =

2333 E. Sahara Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89104

WORLD WIDE
BROADCASTS

“A listenii
Audience
Millions™ 24/7
CRN1 Network
Worid Wide
191 Cities In U.§
Armed Forces Radio
BROADCAST TIMES

Listen On CAN 1 ESI R nerceand Listen In Las Veyas

“BREAKING BREAD THE DENNIS BOND “BREAKING BREAD THE DENNIS BONOD
OND" MUSICAL VARIETY SHOW WITH BOND” MUSICAL VARIETY SHOW
TALK SHOW Eabutaya TALK SHOW

Saturdays 12 pm - 1 pm Saturdays
9 am - 10 am Sundays KXNT 840 AM 11am-12 pm

11 pm - 12 am 12 am 1 am and 1 pm - 2 pm KXNT 840 AM
Sunday :,‘p:n:,;'l;: KU?JL\:!ngaysFM Ipm - 4 pm

- 1.5 KIUL 104.7 FM
il Zam=14m 10am-11am 9 pm - 10 pm

LAS VEGAS
BROADCASTS

VEGAS DREAM HOMES
‘Making dreams come true one client at a time"

John Faulis

Realtor | Broker | Owner | Property Manager
Broker #144914 | Property Management #PM.0167740.BKR
Cell: 702-493-5471

WWW.rca lr{] TCOI).I.'(HTI

Rﬂ)ler representation / Seller repiresentation / Proper.r_v ermgfmem

Save yourself thousands!

@ ms

Wity Natienai Ttk

THE LAW OFFICES OF

SAGGESE

& ASSOCIATES

PERSONAL INJURY AND CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYS

MaxLawNV.com

(702) 778-8883

Y7 DAVIS

1950 75

Anniversary

VY,

2025

4 WL 1401 South Rainbow Blvd.
Las Vegas, NV 89146
@ 702-383-2900

Las Vegas, NV 89119
© 702-736-6200

davisfuneralservices.com

Certified Reverse Mortgage Specialist

Chuck Scoma

Loan Consultant - NMLS #270808

O (925) 915-0321
@ cscoma@loanDepot.com
e www.loanDepot.com/cscoma

Contact me
today forall

your home
financing
needs!

Equal Housing Opportunity | 2590 Nature Park Drive, Suite 125, North
Las Vegas, NV 89084. loanDepot.com, LLC NMLS ID 174457.
Licensed by the NV Department of Business and Industry Division of ’ Oan ) ep Ot

Mortgage Lending, Mortgage Banker 4042. (052423 112635-1254) NMLSH74457

tinch Buffet = F.1.O.R.E. 50/50

Live entertainment with the

Gary Anderson Mini-Symphony S—; \
plus exciting guests speakers & entertainers == \
mw@mﬂw CASH er CHECIX st the deer ;q‘;

(ol cheelss payakis to FICRE) (0 CREDIT CARDS & HE ATM

\ 77 HORN THEATRE PABKAGE

-
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2026/2027 SEASON TICKETS
W

IN CONCERT

Choose your dates: Now available for all three seating tiers!
OPERALASVEGAS.ORG




